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Japanese, the ambiguous, and Input Methods

MAMORU KOMACHI , SHINSUKE MORI and HIROYUKI TOKUNAGA

Japanese inputh method is one of the most difficult problems for Japanese PC users. The
rapid growth of WWW in recent years creates a vast amount of newly-coined terms and
poses a yet another challenge to Japanese input method. It is expensive for PC users to add
new terms to its dictionary since it requires linguistic knowledge to annotate. In this paper,
we propose a statistical approach to Japanese Input Method Editor. This approach uses a
bigram-based language model and Kana-Kanji conversion model. We use a large-scale corpus
for the language model to include all the words that appear in the corpus. The proposed

approach does not require linguistic knowledge and is easy to maintain.
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